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SECOND ANNUAL DINNER 
OF THE 


FIFTEEN, TWENTY-FIVE YEAR CLUB 


On April 19th, the Fifteen, Twenty-Five Year Club of Special Surgery 
held its second annual dinner. The dinner, held in the third floor 
cafeteria, was attended by over one hundred present and former "Special 
Surgeryites". 


The Club was founded in 1955 at the old hospital to recognize those 
who have given fifteen or twenty-five years service to the hospital. For 
the first few years the Club shared its annual pin presentation ceremony 
with the Hospital Volunteers at the Volunteer's Tea. 


In 1958 and 1959, the Club had its own meeting at a luncheon served 
in the cafeteria. Because of a lack of space during lunch hour, only those 
who had served the hospital for twenty-five years could be invited. 


In 1960, and again in 1961, the dinner was held in our cafeteria 
preceded by refreshments on the Second Floor of the Caspary Research Build- 
ing. There were over one hundred "Clubbers" present, and they thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. 


Dr. Peter-Cyrus Rizzo, President of the Club, presided at the dinner 
and at the short business meeting. Dr. Rizzo read the names of those 
members nominated for officers and for members of the Executive Committee 
for the coming year. The nominees were unanimously approved by the 
membership, and those elected are listed below: 


President - Roland L. Maier, M.D. 
Vice President - I. David Horwich, M.D. 
Secretary = Miss Hazel Evans 
Executive Committee- Mrs. Anne Schoppman 
to serve until 1964- Mrs. Carolyn Ochs 


Mr. Lawrence McK. Miller, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Managers, and a member of the Club, was then introduced by the 
President. Mr. Miller, known throughout the hospital, has been a member 
of the Board of Managers since 1929. After a few introductory and 
interesting remarks, Mr. Miller presented the pins. 


Reciplentssoferine 
Twenty-Five Years 


Mrs. Olive S. Fischer “ Photography 

Mrs. Philip D. Wilson - Volunteer 

Mr. Louis Noel - Board of Managers 
Mrs. John H. Reynolds “= Womans Auxiliary- 


Board of Managers 


Fifteen Years 


Mrs. Agnes Gordon a Dietary 

Mr. Cyril McManus = Administration 
Miss Lotte Tedesko ~ Physical Therapy 
Mrs. Willis Phillips = Volunteer 

Mrs. Norma S. Wurzburger ~ Volunteer 

Royal Montgomery, M.D. = Medical Staff 


Bernard Rogoff, M.D. Medical Staff 


Honorary Member 


Mr. J. Callender Heminway - Administration 


After the Pin Ceremony, the guest speaker was introduced. The 
speaker was Mr. J. Callender Heminway, now residing in Cornwall, Connecti- 
cut. Cal, as he is affectionately known to all of us, spoke to the group 
about the pin he had received and how much it means to him. His speech 
was delightfully entertaining, and the members showed their appreciation 
by a great round of applause. 


Mr. T. Gordon Young ended the festivities by stating how proud he 
was to see such a fine representation for the dinner. He also quoted some 
remarkable statistics concerning the number of years that the Club members 
have given to Special Surgery. The figure, well over 4,000 years, is a 
long time, isn't it? 


It was a most enjoyable evening, from start to finish, and everyone 
seemed to be having a good time. As always, our fine Dietary Department, 
headed by Mrs. Roseleen Goldstone, supplied exactly the light touch to the 
festivities. Hats off to the Dietary Department for a job WELL DONE! 


MEET COLONEL WAGNER, YOU ALL! 


Word has been received from our 
roving reporter that we now have a 
celebrity: Dr. Lewis Clark Wagner , 
better known as "Wag", has been 
awarded the distinction of being 
Special Surgery's first Kentucky 
Colonel! 


Governor Bert Coombs of 
Kentucky, signed Wag's "commission" 
on March 22, 1961. We all know that 
Wag is honored by this appointment 
and that he will be a fine Kaintucky 
Kernel, Suh! 


NIGHTINGALE "S CHIRP 


Mrs. Joan O'Shea, former nurse on Six North, has resigned from the 
staff to await the arrival of a little O'Shea. 


How's this for a travelogue? Miss Linda Pratt, head nurse on Five 
South is flying via jet to India, Burma, Thailand, Australia, France, Italy, 


and assorted other countries. Doesn't it’ sound wonderful? 


The list of travelers grows as we find Miss Katherine Halsted sailing 
on the Queen Elizabeth for an extended trip to Europe. 


We welcome Mrs. Marcia Frankel to the Nursing Office staff as a part- 
time secretary. She formerly taught elementary school in Harlem. 


M.M. 


AMONG OURSELVES 


We regret that our well liked schoolroom teacher, Mrs. Olga Alcorn, will 
not be with us for the months of April, May and June. She has been assigned 
by the New York City Board of Education to assist in the preparation of a 
forthcoming Curriculum Bulletin for teachers of physically handicapped child- 
ren in hospitals and other institutions. We share her pride in this assign- 
ment. 


The schoolroom will, of course, continue under a substitute teacher 
during Mrs. Alcorn's leave. 


Last month, the employees, through the Rashmajian fund, sent arrangements 
of flowers to two recent mothers. We have received nice thank you notes from 
both. 


Evelyn, Sal, and Baby Lynne Merendino send their "sincere thanks" for 
your lovely flowers on such a happy and joyous occasion. All good wishes." 


We received the following note from Mrs. Patricia Amstuz, wife of Dr. 
Harlan C. Amstutz. ''How very thoughtful it was of the employees of Special 
Surgery to send me the lovely bouquet of flowers in honor of our new 
daughter, Julie. May I thank you, Mr. Young, and through you the employees. 
Special Surgery always has such a nice way of doing things, and Harlan and 
I have appreciated being associated with it." 


Miss Joni Rossi, a volunteer who has been helping out in the Public 
Information and Fund Raising Office, spent some time in New York Hospital. 
From what we hear, she appears to be doing well. 


Sadie Weber was in and out of the hospital so quickly, that we hardly 
had time to find out what she had wrong. We understand the "VB" got her and 
put her out of commission. We are happy to see that she is back at the 
switchboard though. Incidentally the "VB" is better know as the virus bug. 


Our nursing department has reported that Mary Speissegger was hospitalized 
at University Hospital. Our best wishes to her for a speedy recovery! 


Mrs. Charlotte Reuter, a member of our Woman's Auxiliary and Chairman 
of the Occupational Therapy Committee, was admitted to Special Surgery in late 
March. We are glad to see that she has improved and is now at home. 


You can never tell what will happen around here when you close your eyes: 
The other day, there was some excitement caused by the arrival of three fire trucks 
from the New York City Fire Department. It seems that the New York Hospital 
laundry caught on fire, and was the center of attention for a few hours. 
Fortunately, the damage to the laundry and equipment was relatively minor. 
Even more important, there were no injuries to the personnel. 


The New York City Fire Department reports that during March, there were 
eighteen fires in hospitals. Twelve fires were caused by smoking carelessness. 


Let this fire and the others remind us how very important it is to practice 
good fire prevention here! 


We are sincerely sorry to learn of the death of Mr. William E. Freyberg, 
father of Dr. Richard H. Freyberg, on April 5, 1961. Dr. Freyberg's father 
resided in Kendallville, Indiana. 


The Ruptured & Crippled Reporter reports that Dr. T. Campbell Thompson 
has also achieved the honor of becoming a Kentucky Colonel. Congratulations 
to you, Colonel Thompson! 


W.R.B. 
KEKKKKKKKK 


P.D.W. FETED ON HIS BIRTHDAY 


Friends of Dr. P. D. Wilson honored him with a birthday party earlier 
this month. Held on April 5th in the Caspary Research Building, the party 
was complete with a cake and all the trimmings. 


Dr. Wilson received two volumes of letters which were presented to him 
by Dr. Lewis C. Wagner. Dr. Peter Rizzo read the presentation letter which 
is printed below. 


"Dear Phil: 


About two years ago, Hazel Evans conceived the idea that it would 
be a wonderful gesture to make up a volume of letters from your 
co-workers, past and present residents, and friends. 


She interested Peter Rizzo and.also had some help from Cal Heminway. 


The thought was set to work about six months ago. The response was 
gratifying. 


The contents of these volumes express their feelings about you. My 
letter registers my personal expressions. I cannot add or say more than 
these two volumes contain. 


It is my pleasure to present them to you. 


In addition, the team was also able to raise a purse. It would have been 
much larger, but a maximum limit was asked of the donors. This check is 
given you to do as you dare!" 


Wag 
FREAK E PLR 


VOLUNTEERS 


The American Red Cross is sending four of their nurses aide students 
to our hospital for practical training. When they have completed the 
required number of hours, we hope they will join our volunteer evening 
program. 


We are busy getting ready for our Annual Tea and Awards Day, which 
will be held on May 3rd. 


Miss Cobb, in Polio Clinic has gone to Italy for several months. Mrs. 
Leight sent the good news that she is returning from California. We missed 
her very much. 


A. McC. 
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REMEMBER THESE VARIETY SHOW PICTURES? 
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"THE LEG AND I" 


The following story was contributed to the R. & C. by Miss Ann Altheimer, 
who was hospitalized at New York Hospital. We thought you might like to read 
1 tis 


"One upon a time, I was a normal, well-behaved leg that spent some of my time 
tucked neatly under a desk, some navigating the pavements of Manhattan, some 
theatergoing, partying and some politicking. At any rate, as you can see, us 

was leading a fairly routine existence with nothing more exciting than an 
occasional black and blue mark to mar my complexion, when suddenly one day, I 
was informed that I was going skiing. Having been exposed to this form of 
torture before, I approached it with much apprehension. However, in my position 
there was very little I could do about it, so trembling, but ever so impercept- 
ibly, I followed my partner and arrived unscathed at the snow-covered slopes 

of Vermont. 


In spite of my initial trepidation, I found that I was enjoying my first day of 
skiing, although there were several times during the day when I would have 

been much happier warmly ensconced beside the fireplace instead of being buffeted 
about in the snow. Nevertheless, I arrived back at the lodge that night in more 
or less the same condition that I was in when I left. 


The next morning came all too soon, and there I was again tightly bound to a 
long piece of wood wildly careening down the slopes. It had occured to me 
several times that this could mean trouble, but my partner and I had con- 
ferred and decided that as long as we stayed together there was no danger. 


So feeling very exhilarated, we started down the slope again when suddenly I 
had the distinct feeling that all was not right. I glanced quickly over at 

my partner, but she didn't seem to realize that anything had happened. There 
I lay, broken and bruised. I was fairly sure that the screams I was hearing 
had something to do with me. There wasn't much I could do except to lie there 
and ache all over. I had the feeling that I was the object of much public 
concern. Suddenly, someone put me into what seemed like a heavy wooden box, 
and before I knew it, I was again careening down the slopes, but this time in 
a horizontal rather than a vertical position. It was about this time that I 
realized I should have stayed in bed. 


Before I had a chance to protest, my little wooden box was removed and I was 
all but smothered in a pillow. Then, just as I was beginning to get used to 
that, it was snatched away from me, and I was put under a large machine which 
took my picture. I must say that at the time I was not feeling or looking my 
best, and I think that it was rather unfair of them to photograph me under 
such adverse conditions. 


Be that as it may, I shortly found myself propped up on several pillows, feeling 
about as miserable as I had ever felt and wishing I had remained propped up 
under the bar where I had been the previous evening. 


The following day was no better, but suddenly, on the morning of the 27th, 
much to my dismay, I found myself being severely wounded by a little man in 
a white coat. My leader didn't seem to realize what was going on, but there 
he was, working on my with his little, sharp instruments, while I lay there 
helpless. Shortly, I had the feeling that I was being strangled--why were 
those four steel bands being wrapped about me? What had I done to deserve 
this? And then....I began to feel like a new building under construction-- 
ALL that plaster. 


There I was again--back on my pillows feeling somewhat better though 
visibly scarred. Seven or eight days later I found myself vertical onece 
again, and soon I was back home trying to return to my erstwhile "normal, 
well-behaved" existence, but that ten pounds of plaster made things some- 
what difficult. But the aching had stopped, and I felt better about the 
whole affair." 


"WHO'LL DO THE WORK?" 


Here are some statistics someone figured out around 1958 in which the 
final result might be applicable today. It is a population balance sheet. 


Population of U.S. 175,000,000 
Population over age 65 57,300,000 
People left to work 117,700,000 
People under age 21 64,700,000 
People left to work 53,000,000 
Government employees 24,000 , 000 
People left to work 29,000,000 
People in armed forces 12,000,000 
People left to work 17,000,000 
City and State workers 16,800,000 
People left to work 200,000 
Insane and in Hospitals 126,000 
People left to work 74,000 
Bums and drunks 62,000 
People left to work 12,000 
In jails and prisons ios 
People left to work 2* 


kYou and me, and you'd better get busy as 
I'm getting sick and tired of running this 
country alone! 
- The Rotary Blade 
Hyattsville, Maryland 
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RESIDENT SKETCH 


Anthony G. Gristina, M.D. 


If you happen to look in the January 1961 
issue of the R. & C., you will see Santa Claus 
nobly portrayed by Dr. Tony Gristina. How was 
this possible? It all started when Tony came 
into this world on September 20, 1931. Born 
here in New York City, Dr. Gristina also had much 
of his education here. He graduated from the 
Bronx High School of Science in 1949 and New York 
University in 1952. 


He journeyed upstate to Albany Medical College, 
where he was awarded his M.D. in 1956. The Air 
Force suggested he visit Greenland for a year, 
and then thought it might be nice if he went to 
Plattsburg. When he left the Air Force, he 
continued his training at Bellevue Hospital 
where he completed one year of surgical residency. 
He joined H.S.S. in July, 1960. 


Dr. Gristina is single and lives in 
Manhattan. 


RESIDENT SKETCH 


Rudolph C. Dangelmajer, M.D. 


Rudy was born in Niagara Falls, N.Y., 
on May 6, 1928. The family moved to New 
Jersey, where Rudy graduated from Nutley 
High School in 1946. 


In September, 1946, Rudy entered Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. 
He was awarded an A.B. in chemistry in 
1950. He received his medical school train- 
ing at the University of Rochester, and 
received his M.D. in 1954. 


After a rotating internship at Lenox 
Hill Hospital, Dr. Dangelmajer served two 
years active duty with the United States 
Marine Corps. He returned to Lenox Hill 
Hospital for one year of general surgery, 
and joined Special Surgery on January 1, 
1959 as an orthopedic resident. 


Rudy and his wife, Kathy, a former 
nurse, live here in Manhattan on 14th Street. 
They have a daughter, Suzy. 


TEODORO AYALA, M.D. - ORTHOPEDIC FELLOW 


Dr. Ayala comes to Special Surgery 
from Paraguay, where he was born some 
thirty-three years ago. His father, 
Juan, resides in Paraguay, in the city 


of Paraguari. 


After graduating from medical 


schooL at Asuncion, Paraguay, Dr. Ayala 


received further training at the 


University Hospital of Asuncion and the 


Hospital dos Servidores do Estado 


Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from January l, 
1957 to December 31, 1958. He was a 
Resident Fellow in Orthopedics at the 


Newington Hospital for Crippled 


Children from January 1, 1960 through 


January 30, 1961. 


Dr. Ayala first joined Special 


Surgery in 1959 as a Rotating 


Orthopedic Fellow. He was then on 
the Bone Service at Memorial Hospital 


for six months. He is now on the 


Scoliosis Service. 


RESIDENT SKETCH 


Peter-Cyrus Rizzo,III, M.D. 


Dr. Rizzo comes to H.S.S. from St. 
Vincent's Hospital where he received his 
surgical internship and residency. Peter 
was born on May 25, 1931 in New York City, 
and is the older of twins. His brother, 
Tom, was here as a resident before being 
called into the service. 


Peter graduated from Fordham Prep 
in 1949 and went to Georgetown University 
for his A.B. He received his degree in 
1953. Cornell Medical School awarded him 
hie. M: Doin 1957/7, 


He joined the Hospital for Special 
Surgery in 1959 as an orthopedic resident. 
He has not been in the service yet and 
is still single. 


Li. 
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RESEARCH NEWS NOTES 


This was the month for babies over at Research. Charles Cox became 
the proud father of a six pound boy, Andre' Cox and Rudy Smith became the 
father of a little girl, Cassandra Arnell Smith. Congratulations to them 
both. 


We would like to welcome to our country Dr. Witold Brzosko, a 
pathologist from Warsaw, Poland, who is here for one year on a Rockefeller 
Fellowship. Dr. Brzosko will work along with Dr. Mellors as did Dr. Adam 
Nowoslawski. 


Mary Graham has switched uniforms. She formerely worked for the 
Housekeeping Dept. and is now working in Dr. Rapp's laboratory. 


Dr. Korngold is leaving very soon for Greece, Yugoslavia and Torino, 
Italy where he plans to deliver a lecture. 


Dr. F. Rapp and Dr. James Harkin attended the Society of American 
Bacteriologists in Chicago this month. 


Many happy returns to Walter Schulz, Raul Vidal and Erika Szalay 
who celebrated their birthdays this month. 


Research Sketch: 


Jackie Minns of the Housekeeping Dept., was born in Charlotte, N.C. 
and lived there until she was 11 years old. Her family then moved to New 
York City, where she has "stayed put". Upon finishing school, Jackie 
married and spent "ten wonderful years" as a housewife. After her husband 
passed away Jackie gave music lessons as she is quite an accomplished pianist. 
She has also sung with professional church choral groups. She has been the 
Housekeeper of several hotels in New York and came to H.S.S. in 1959. 


Jackie has many varied interests, but is particularly interested in 
fashions. She loves to shop and finds the greatest enjoyment in coming 
upon bargains. Everyone who has any contact with Jackie is impressed with 
her smiling face, her warm personality and her "calming philosphy". Jackie 
says that in her time she has met many people, "but never in her life has 
she found a finer group of people collected in one place as over in the 
Research Building."' She said that if we were going to write up anything 
about her in the R. & C., that we would have to put that in. So there it is. 


M.C.K. 
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PIANO RECITAL GIVEN IN LECTURE HALL 


We had the privilege on April 11th to hear a piano recital given by 
Jean Pierre Marty, who is known to many of us. Mr. Marty has been the 
official pianist and soloist for the New York City Ballet for several years. 
Two years ago he was the accompanist of Mr. Pierre Fournier, the wellknown 
cellist and a former patient at H.S.S. 


The program Mr. Marty played was well balanced and pieces were 
chosen for their musical content and for the virtuosity required by the 
performer. Mr. Marty played brilliantly and with great feeling. We are 
all indebted to him for this enjoyable experience and sincerely hope he 
will give ug an opportunity to again hear him. 
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE i 


Rumor has it that the Variety Show is well under way with loads of talent 
and enthusiasm. There is a need for more musicians to play in the Roaring Twenties 
band, however. Since the theme is to be centered around the twenties, we have to 
find a good title. If you have any suggestions for a title, please give them to 
Miss Haas. 


The vacation period is from May lst through December 3lst. If, for any 
reason, a different month is desired, please consult your department head. 


There are two television sets available for use by hospitalized personnel. 
The sets are issued on a "first hospitalized, first served" basis. The 
sets can be obtained by calling extension 236. 


There will be two suggestion boxes in the hospital. One box will be 
located in front of the cafeteria, and the other box will be in the basement. 
Anyone who has an idea or a suggestion may drop it in either box. The Committee 
will open the boxes at the next meeting and will distribute the suggestions to the 
person most qualified to handle the matter. 
eet Bis 
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HAVING A WONDERFUL TIME! 


eS Semmens 


neteceinnogocctttage 


15_- 25 YEAR DINNER 


AND A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL! 


15 - 25 YEAR DINNER 
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ACCOUNTING 


Mrs. Ora Williams has retired to await the birth of her first child. We 
are also awaiting further news from her. 


Mr. Max Polak, formerly of Payroll, has resigned to take a position with the 
Isomet Corporation. Mr. Polak is continuing with us as a part time evening cashier. 
Mr. and Mrs. Polak are also awaiting their first child. Lots of Luck, Max. 


Miss Maria Jakimavicius has taken over Ora Williams' job. Maria has just 
recently become a citizen. Congratulations on both events, Maria: 


We welcome Miss Elizabeth Von der Cron to our Accounting Department staff; 
she is working in the payroll section. 


K.R. 
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